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Media Release JUNE 2015
IOU to showcase movie installation made by man and machine at Z-arts in Hulme, Manchester
Tuesday 23 – Sunday 28 June
International arts organisation IOU is bringing its most recent work, Fulcrum to Z-arts, Hulme later this month. 

Fulcrum is a non-stop-motion animation film made before your eyes, using robotics, intricately carved miniature sculptures and mysteriously complex technology. Join a woman on a train journey through northern moors and towns, as she imagines a world transformed. 

Alongside, an electric guitar is quietly plucked, bashed and strummed by an assemblage of spidery metal machines. In a second space, a small cinema has been created where the little scenes the robotic machines are videoing are projected live onto the big screen.  Here the hidden details of the diorama are revealed and an animated story unfolds - accompanied by the floating sounds of the guitar. 

During the visit local school children will be given the opportunity to learn about the technology behind Fulcrum in a series of robotics workshops run by IOU artists. The sessions will cover electronics, circuit creation and basic computer programming use Arduino micro-controllers; an affordable and popular piece of equipment that is used throughout the installation itself. During public opening hours the robotics workshop will be open to the general public for free drop in sessions.
David Wheeler, Artistic Director and a founder of IOU said: “IOU has been developing new artworks for more than 38 years.  A reoccurring theme in that time has been to combine old and new technologies and reveal the inner workings. This fusion is once again seen in Fulcrum.  Audiences can explore a series of beautiful miniature dioramas, hand-carved by artist Richard Wincer, and watch the robotic cameras and automated computer technology which produces the resulting short movie – the unseen inner story of the miniature town enlarged by 1000 times!”

The collaborating artists and technical experts are: David Wheeler, Richard Wincer, Andy Plant, Jim Bond, Nick Mitchell, Dan Powers and Penny Cunningham.

The installation is free, and booking is not required.
-  ENDS -
Note to the Editor
Fulcrum is at Z-arts, Stretford Road, Hulme from 23 – 28 June
Open to the public Tues – Thurs 4 - 6pm, Friday and Saturday 10 – 6pm and Sunday 12.30 - 4pm 
FREE
If you would like to attend the launch event on Thursday 25 June from 6-8pm RSVP to kate.kershaw@ioutheatre.org
For more information, images or interviews please contact: Kate Kershaw, Marketing Manager IOU on 01422 369217 or kate.kershaw@ioutheatre.org 
Notes

Innovators of site specific outdoor theatre, IOU is a producing organisation with 39 years’ experience making original work across art forms. Work is presented locally, nationally and internationally for the indoor and outdoor sectors, in established and non-traditional arts spaces.  

The company supports the development of independent artists’ creative practice and offer opportunities to emerging artists across a range of disciplines to develop their creative ideas and professional skills through mentoring programmes Space Time Tools Advice and Making it.

Led by David Wheeler, one of the original founder members, IOU has excited and delighted diverse audiences all over Europe. IOU’s work is created by teams drawn from an international pool of professional artists and makers who have a range of experience working with the company - from founder members, new collaborators to recent graduates.  Executive Director Joanne Wain, a highly experienced Producer and Arts Manager joined the company in 2013. 

www.ioutheatre.org
Follow IOU on Twitter/Facebook @ioutheatre

